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Thank You Nurses! 
Thank you Angel! 

 

Angel Cross | Infection Preventionist | TriStar Horizon Medical Center 

Nominated by: Heather K. Leeper 

It is my pleasure to nominate Angel Cross as a THA spotlight for National Nurses 2020...Year of the 
Nurse! 

Angel has been a nurse at Horizon for 26 years, and has worked in many beside capacities, including 
Critical Care. I came to know her in November of 2018; at that time she was our Employee Health 
Nurse and had been for a few years.  Shortly thereafter Angel transitioned to the role of Infection 
Preventionist in June 2019.  From June 2019 until March 2020, she has challenged everything she 
inherited, eliminating waste and making the position much more effective and efficient. She has 
traveled extensively for training, and has quickly utilized both internal health system resources, THA 
and her professional organization to learn and develop a network of peer infection preventionists. 
She has learned NHSN and partnered with the local and state health department to ensure we are 
compliant with requirements.  She has embraced evidence-based practice, leading implementation 
and maintenance of daily review of Foley catheters and central lines at morning Safety Huddle.  She 
rounds daily on these patients, utilizing this time to educate nurses, providers, patients and families; 
her work has contributed to our hospital being CAUTI free for 16-months and CLABSI free for 
44-months. In her free time, she has been preparing for certification, demonstrating her 



commitment to ongoing education and development.  In a role that normally takes at least 2-years 
to become competent, she has willingly fast-tracked because of her hard work and our need. 
  
Then came COVID.  A daunting situation for all of us, but especially so for a first-year Infection 
Preventionist.  But Angel...since March 2020, she has been calmly and tirelessly in the trenches, 
monitoring, tracking, trending our COVID patients and employees. Behind the scenes she is 
ensuring lab results are received and communicated; she pushes for faster results so patients can be 
triaged and treated appropriately; she is questioning and ensuring PPE utilization is appropriate, 
advocating for patients and staff; she steps up to assist Employee Health with needed FIT testing; 
she is evaluating data for any trends to share with leadership; she is reading to ensure practice is 
grounded in the most current evidence on COVID; she is flexible, adapting daily to the newest 
initiatives, directives.  She has determinedly made this whole process much more seamless for all of 
us. 
  
I cannot say enough positive things about Angel, as a professional or a person.  She is an 
experienced, highly-skilled and compassionate nurse. She is always tenacious for the best answer; 
she is dedicated and committed to our patients, visitors, staff and providers.  She always does the 
right thing for the patient.  On a personal note, she is kind, she is funny, and she is the mother to 
four incredibly gifted and talented children, all of whom are just great people, and two of which 
are...you guessed it, phenomenal nurses just like their mom!  

I can think of no other nurse more deserving of recognition this Nurses Week than Angel Cross, for a 
dedicated lifetime of nursing service, and a recent 10-months of extraordinary work as a newly 
minted Infection Preventionist. 
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