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2020 has truly been a life changing year for Infection Preventionists (IP's)!  IP's are 

relentless in their work every day to prevent healthcare associated infections (HAI's) in a 

variety of healthcare settings and the COVID-19 pandemic has been no different. 



From the start, COVID-19 has required an 'all boots on the ground' approach not only for 

IP's but leadership teams and so many other healthcare partners who assist in managing 

the multiple challenges from this disease.   

From data tracking and reporting, implementing evidence based guidelines, 

PPE/disinfectant product shortages, Isolation Precautions, laboratory testing challenges, 

associate health concerns...just to name a few....IP's have once again risen to the challenges 

before them.   

I am proud to work with an amazing team of IP's at Ascension Saint Thomas who are smart, 

dedicated, and work well together to do whatever needs to be done to protect patients, 

staff, and visitors. 

#WeLoveOurIPs #IIPW 

- Candace Smith, Infection Prevention, Total Quality Management, Ascension Saint 

Thomas 
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